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Prelude:

Welcome & Right Hand of Fellowship

Extend a greeting to those nearby

Call To Worship, Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21, pp. 506-507:
Praise. Of David.

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

The LORD is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The LORD is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has made.
The LORD upholds all who are falling,

and raises up all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all look to you,

and you give them their food in due season.
You open your hand,

satisfying the desire of every living thing.
The LORD is just in all his ways,

and kind in all his doings.
The LORD is near to all who call on him,

to all who call on him in truth.
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All:

Leader:
All:

He fulfils the desire of all who fear him;
he also hears their cry, and saves them.

The LORD watches over all who love him,
but all the wicked he will destroy.

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
and all flesh will bless his holy name for ever and ever.

RESPONSE: #820 Threefold Amen (Danish)

Children’s Message: What does this remind you of?

Hymn #108 Come, Christians, Join to Sing

A Prayer of Joys and Concerns:

Let us recite the Lord’s Prayer together:
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

[For next week, please feel free to send me your joys & concerns and I'll include
them in our prayers: minister@bccnh.org or call/text (857) 259-7269.]

Hymn #121 Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

Sacrament of Communion
Prayer of Confession

Minister:

All:

Minister:

All:

The promise of our faith is this: for all who call out in truth, God is
near. Therefore let us honestly confess our sin.

God of justice and mercy,

we admit that we are not always free of deceit.

We are fooled by the false promises of the world

into pursuing things that do not truly nourish us.

Hear our cry and save us, dear God,

in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Here is good news for everyone:

God is gracious, merciful, abounding in steadfast love,
and gives us forgiveness and grace.

We do not have to earn it with sacrifice

because it is a free gift from a generous God!

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubzJTnLipVQ
https://youtu.be/6Wiuntgu2o0?si=3hepN2mqVX9OzXz8
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Invitation to the Table
The Plates on the Table
The plates on today’s table come from Yifan Kang’s home. He says,

“In 2012, | left for San Francisco with a backpack. For two years, | either ate out,
or at the company cafeteria. Disposable eating ware was a daily necessity. My
coworkers and acquaintances seemed to share the same turn-around rate as the
disposal eating ware. Everyone moved forward pursuing something | could not
see.

On a hiking trip, | met a friend and we became close. Eventually, he went back to
Taiwan and | inherited the small brown plate. It came to NH with me in 2015, and
has served my daily meal since.

The nature of Brookline touched my heart, and I'd like to share my joys with my
friends. | bought the pink plates after | settled down in Brookline and they have
served many visiting guests.

Last Summer, my prior company (KalVista) launched the world's first oral HAE
(hereditary angioedema) drug. Therefore, the martini glass (you can see the
company logo KV) was sent to me along with a bottle of sparkling water and
sweets to celebrate the success. This year, while we celebrated the one-year
anniversary, the board also announced the acquisition by Chiesi (an Italian family
business). The martini glass marked the highlight of the old and the new
chapters.

While | am packing to move this time, | have a both a backpack and lots of
dishes. A meal can be skipped, yet life with friends goes on.”

Minister: God be with you.

All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to God.

Minister: Let us give thanks to God most high.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.

Words of Consecration

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give you thanks O God for having renewed and refreshed us with
this sacrament of your love and for being present with us through
Christ. We ask, O God, that our faith be strengthened and our love
for one another be increased that we would be a true witness to your
love. We ask it in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen



Hymn Let us Talents and Tongues Employ

Let us talents and tongues employ, Reaching out with a shout of joy:
Bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

(Refrain)

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves
abound!

Christ is able to make us one, At the table He sets the tone,
Teaching people to live to bless, Love in word and in deed express.

(Refrain)

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves
abound!

Jesus calls us in, sends us out, Bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
Gives us love to tell, bread to share: God, Immanuel, everywhere!

(Refrain)

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves
abound!

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5, p. 598:
Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.



RESPONSE: #820 Threefold Amen (Danish)

Reflection on the Scripture:
Hymn #641 All the Way My Savior Leads Me

MINISTRY OF SHARING

*DOXOLOGY: #809 “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

*Prayer of Dedication for the Gifts We’ve Been Given:
Loving and generous God,
you provide for us and
even bless us in more ways than we can number.

We give these tithes and offerings

to tell of your wondrous and steadfast love
so that those who do not yet know you
may also come to your love. Amen.

Announcements
A Prayer to Send us Back Out into the World (a riff on Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21)

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:

All:

Let’s praise God, because that was what all humans were made to
do. Thank heaven, God is slow to anger and has plenty of
steadfast love, because we’re going to need both.

God knows we’re a mess and God loves us anyways. Most
especially, God takes care of those who have fallen, those
who are carrying more than their fair share in this world.

And not just one generation, but let’s hand the praise on to the next
generation, like the family silver, like the songs we sang during the
crossing, like the rituals around big tables with lots of faces and
lots of food.

God watches over all of us, and steps in where the wicked pull
the world in the wrong direction.

So | will praise God, because that is what | was made to do,

And so were the generations of people, so were all the living
things of the world, so was all of creation.

Amen and a thousand times
Amen


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubzJTnLipVQ
https://youtu.be/DCP7gNc1wtE?si=VGztJpaUoiiwr_lX

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: # 839 “God Be With You Till We Meet Again:;
by his counsels quide, uphold you, with his sheep securely fold you: God be with
you till we meet again.”

Postlude
Here ends our worship, now let our service begin.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g

Notes:

Psalm 145

This psalm is representative of Israel's joyous and grateful confidence in the
Creator. In the song there is no development of plot. Indeed, it is essentially
static in form, articulating what is enduringly true of the world. What is true at the
beginning of the psalm is still true at the end.

What is true from beginning to end is that Yahweh securely governs, and can be
counted on. We are given a series of affirmations that could be rearranged
without disrupting the intent. The present order is necessary however because
the psalm is an acrostic that is each line begins with the letter of the alphabet in
sequence.

Though this is inevitably lost in translation, we may appreciate its intent. It is to
assert the fullness and comprehensiveness of creation, to praise God for a world
well-arranged and oriented, from A to Z. There is no slippage, attention, or
incongruity.

The most foundational experience of orientation is the daily experience of life's
regularities, which are experienced as reliable, equitable, and generous. A proper
response is one of gratitude. The world is God's way of bestowing blessing upon
us. Our times are ordered by God according to the seasons of the year,
according to the seasons of life, according to the needs of the day.

In all of these processes, we find ourselves to be safe and free; we know that out
of no great religious insight, but because that is the way life comes to us.

Based on Walter Brueggemann, The Message of the Psalms: A Theological Commentary. (Minneapolis,
MN: Augsburg Publishing House, 1984), 28-31.



PRAYER LIST (8/2/2026)

Friends & family of Jackie Knowles, Beth Gay, Ethel Long, George Ferrell,
Bronwen Evans, David Michaud, Mark Fessenden, Dave Sheldon, Dorothy
Hackett.

For Paul, Rena’s brother, in chemotherapy

For the people of the Middle East whose lives continue to be upturned by
conflict and by the members of the military and their families as they step
into harm’s way

For John Weidman, who is beginning treatment for lung cancer

For Nick Panto, John’s great nephew, being deployed to the Middle East
For Shelby, Kym’s granddaughter, being deployed to Israel

For Fred, Susan’s brother, facing a long surgical recovery

For Angel, Jessica’s cousin, facing a rough lymphoma diagnosis

For Meredith & Will’s nephew recovering from meningitis at home

For all the children whose parents are in court, may they find solutions that
are best for the kids

For Tom, Howard’s father-in-law, coming to the end of his life with
congestive heart failure

For the people of Venezuela, recovering from multiple earthquakes

For the firefighters fighting wildfires, especially those in Utah

For those undergoing surgery

For Dave Joki, undergoing more medical tests

For Janice, a dear sister, with an unresolved medical issue

For Sean, Candy’s son-in-law, with a broken foot and two active kiddos
For Mark, Sanjay’s friend, undergoing more cardiac treatments

For Jackie, facing more tests in search of a diagnosis

For the friends and family of Marjorie’s Aunt Doris

For those in labor disputes facing financial hardships

For Robin, Amy sister, recovering from a car accident

For Bob, Russell & Susan’s relative, recovering from a possible stroke
For Paula’s friends facing marital issues

For Sanjay’s nephew, starting a new job in New York City and all the
challenges that entails

For the people of Ukraine as they struggle to preserve their communities
For the people of Taiwan

For those who have no one to pray for them, accept our prayers
Individuals serving in our military & their families



Household Prayer: Morning'

Holy One, as | walk through this new day, help me to see each experience as an
opportunity to reflect on what it means to be your servant and a chance to help
Jesus feed those in need, guided by your steadfast love for me. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening

Gracious God, thank you for being with me throughout this day. As night falls, |
give this day back to you, trusting in you and in your unearned gift of grace to
give me peace and rest, for you are just in all your ways and kind in all your
doings. Amen.

Question for Reflection:

In Matthew 14:13-21, the disciples were amazed at Jesus’ feeding of the
multitudes. How have you seen him make a way when there was no way?

Daily Awareness Reflection?

At the end of the day, I've been asking myself the following questions. | jot down
the answers and ask them again the next evening. I've found it helps me to
remain centered as well as increasing my awareness of God in my life. It takes
about 10 minutes.

1. Slow down. Stop. Prepare yourself to pray by becoming aware of the love
with which God looks on you ...

2. Note the gifts God has given you today. Give thanks to God for them ...

3. Ask God that this be a time of special grace and revelation ...

4. With God, review the day. Look at the stirrings of your heart, your
thoughts, and your choices as the day progressed. Which have been of
God? Which have not? What does God want to say to you about both? ...

5. Ask for forgiveness for failures/omissions, for healing from their effects ...

Look forward to the following day, and plan concretely with God how to live it
according to God’s desire for your life ...

' The Morning & Evening Prayer and Question for Reflection are reprinted by permission of Westminster
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.
2 Elizabeth Liebert, The Soul of Discernment (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 2015), 31.



Announcements

7/25-7/31 Rev. Cath will be on vacation

If you would normally get in touch with her, either Russell Haight

(r.haight9 @gmail.com, 603-554-5495) or Jocelyn Jones

(jocelyn jones@verizon.net, 813-787-5154) from the deacons can get you to the
right person who’s covering for Catherine while she’s away.

8/3-8/9 Rev. Cath will be on vacation

If you would normally get in touch with her, either Barbara Haskell-Higgins
(barbarajh@comcast.net, 603-303-6060) or Kym Warner
(warnerkym@yahoo.com, 402-705-4402) from the deacons can get you to the
right person who’s covering for Catherine while she’s away.

8/15, 5:00-9:00pm: Town Event to celebrate America’s 250t
The Brookline Women's Club is hosting a celebration event at the Brookline Ball

Field with tons of activities and food! The Brookline Community Church
supporting the event by providing drinks for the event.

If you can help out by donating small water bottles or juice boxes, or by
volunteering for any time during the event, please let Amy

(arazz3914 @gmail.com or 603-801-9210) know. It should be a ton of fun and a
great way to connect with the wider community as we celebrate.

8/23, 9:00am Summer Worship at the Lake
Bring your own chair and your parking pass. The other Lake in August will be
8/30, also at 9:00am.

It’s Never Too Soon to Think About the Christmas Raffle

Some of the most popular prizes were toys, especially Legos, so if you see any
good sales this summer, remember that December is soon! If you have ideas for
prizes, Donna Bretschneider (dbret@charter.net) is the person to talk to.
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Putting Faith into Action: Possible Projects

We’'re trying to figure out where best to put our energies as a church as we share
some of the abundance we find in our faith. Our current list of ideas is below.
We’d love to hear from members of the church if any of these resonate with you
enough that you’d be willing to help get them off the ground.

. Open up to new participants and invite people for volunteering/help

. ldentify people who will monitor and represent BCC at community events to
foster more cross collaboration

. Agree on events to invite community members to participate in

. Train members in making church invitations & collecting contact info

. Create practices/events that help BCC members connect more deeply

. Enhance online worship and digital outreach

. Create social media marketing strategy

. ldentify team to actively drive and be responsible for social media presence

Help with the Food Pantry

Brookline Food Pantry is looking for volunteers for the following days/times:

. Thursdays from 10AM-1PM at the food pantry here in the church

. A couple of Wednesday mornings a month to pick up Hannafords’ donations
and bring them back to the church. This will involve some lifting.

You would not have to commit to every Thursday or every Wednesday

morning. They would appreciate any help that you can provide within your

schedule.

Please contact Lynn Giblin at foodpantry @brooklinenh.gov

The Brookline food pantry is open on Tuesdays 10-1:00pm and 6-7:00pm and &
Thursdays 10-1:00pm. Brookline Food Pantry's Facebook page has updates.

If there’s anyone who could use some help from the Food Pantry, please let Amy
(arazz3914 @gmail.com) know.

Email Scams may appear to come from the church!

You may get an email that appears to come from the church or Rev. Cath asking
for money or gift cards. We won’t ever do that, so you can ignore them.

There’s a task list in the Social Hall if you could help with a church project
Some are bigger than others; some will require supplies that the church will
provide. If you have a few hours and would be willing to take on a task, we
would appreciate the help!


mailto:foodpantry@brooklinenh.gov
https://www.facebook.com/BrooklineFP/
mailto:arazz3914@gmail.com

Help Lines
You may know someone who needs some support beyond what you can provide.

. Suicide prevention: 1-800-273-8255 (or 988)
. Sexual assault: 1-800-656-4673
. Domestic violence: 1-800-799-7233

The church’s financial obligations continue.

Actual Actual Income vs.
Income | Expenses | Expenses +/-
| May | $37,060 | $53,166 | -$16,106

There are several ways to send your offering.

1. Text “GIVE” to 603-506-4455 for your first time. Click
“Sign In” then “Register for an Account”

=)
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2. Scan the QR code ——— e

3. Mail to: Brookline Community Church, PO Box 507,
Brookline, NH 03033.



[a ;]u\w FOOD PANTRY

Current needs: 5/30/26

Currently we can only accept donations on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from10:30AM-1PM. We can NOT accept any expired food as we have no easy
way to dispose of them.

¢ Ground coffee

e Cooking oil

e Juice boxes

e Completes

e Salad dressings

e Spices

e Paper towels

e Peanut butter

e Poise liners

e Market Basket Gift Cards are always welcome too!

As always, we thank all our community members that continue to
donate to our food pantry.

Food Pantry Mission statement:

Helping the communities of Brookline and Hollis, achieve food security through a volunteer driven
assistance program that brings neighbors together.



