Brookline Community Church
February 1, 2026
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Prelude:

Welcome & Right Hand of Fellowship

Extend a greeting to those nearby
Call To Worship, Psalm 15, p. 430

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

O LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy
hill?

Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak
the truth from their heart;

who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends,
nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;

in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those
who fear the LORD; who stand by their oath even to their hurt;

who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against
the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.

RESPONSE: #820 Threefold Amen (Danish)



https://www.pexels.com/photo/a-ray-of-light-on-map-9494918/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubzJTnLipVQ

Children’s Message: What stories can a map tell us?

Hymn: #364 Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the Morning

A Prayer of Joys and Concerns:

Let us recite the Lord’s Prayer together:
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

[For next week, please feel free to send me your joys & concerns and I'll include
them in our prayers: minister@bccnh.org or call/text (857) 259-7269.]

Hymn: #115 Fairest Lord Jesus

Sacrament of Communion
Prayer of Confession
Minister: Let us confess our sins before God,
the source of freedom and forgiveness.
All: Almighty God,
we confess that we have not been faithful to you in
our thoughts and actions.

We have been selfish in our desires
and quarrelsome in our relationships.

We have allowed fear to divide us from those who
seem different,
and let distrust separate us from our brothers and sisters.

Shine your light into our darkened hearts.

Save us from our divisive ways.

Minister:  God offers forgiveness to those who turn to God in
true repentance.
Therefore, trust in God, who breaks the bonds of
our oppression,
and covers us in mercy.

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Invitation to the Table


https://youtu.be/1c9LWh6jXsU?si=p9241UxJ8zfneAwP
mailto:minister@bccnh.org
https://youtu.be/XW5bkIUQqZc?si=D-EGRbXTVV8pRMz-

The Plates on the Table
The plates on today’s table come from Megan Menard’s home. She says,

“These plates | bring are not old nor are they from generations past. These are
the plates my father bought for his new apartment when he and my mother
divorced. In my childhood, my parents were often working so hard, they missed
out on the day to day that my brother and | went through, only being available for
events from School, Sports, and Holidays. Because of this, their own marriage
also suffered. As my father put it best, they were great business partners, but
because they pretended to be who they thought the other wanted, they struggled
to be spouses.

When the divorce happened, my mother was set to start anew, and promptly,
save a few precious items, set to redecorate our home from the inside out. My
father, in contrast, held onto whatever he could, but had to buy a few newer
items, such as these plates. His apartment, though white walled and small, was a
new home for my brother and I. These plates were the plates we shared meals
on, where for the first time we could sit and eat together regularly, as we had not
done very often before. These plates held burgers, steaks, pasta, and cakes.
They were used for child science experiment kits, for mixing paints to make
masterpieces, and now, have been passed on to me, for my future home. | am
proud to say, we all have continued to sit and eat together, albeit around new
plates and tables, but always together.

This cup and saucer | bring is from my grandmother. She is not my blood
relative, rather my stepmother's mother, lovingly named Mimi. Though not of
blood, she has never treated me as anything less than her granddaughter, even
before her daughter and my father were married. While revealing certain stories
of what was happening in my childhood behind the scenes would put those | love
in harsher lighting, | will say that even before we met, she stood up for my
brother and | in what she regarded to be true. That we as children had a home
broken by our parents, that our world was no longer certain or safe, and needed
love and kindness more than ever.

This cup and saucer come from her 75th birthday party only 4 years ago. She,
like myself, loves tea, and for her milestone, asked for a tea party themed
birthday party at the church she and my grandfather preach at. It was a lovely
affair with balloons, cakes, sandwiches, and flowers. The downstairs basement
for Sunday school was transformed into a greenhouse garden party, and she
couldn’t have been happier. The cup and saucer are souvenirs she gave me as a
thank you for designing the invitations and helping with decoration, lovingly
remarking me as her eldest granddaughter.



| believe these dishes represent quite a bit about my own family. We are a
hodgepodge of people, whose views, ideas, desires, and stories are all different,
and yet when we sit around a table, passing food around, laughing and talking,
we are family. My family has changed over the years, the what if’s and could
have been’s still linger from childhood, but I've made my peace with it as much
as | can, and remember as | eat off these plates and drink from my cup, that
these represent people who will always keep a place for me at their tables, and |
will do the same for them.”

Minister: God be with you.

All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to God.

Minister: Let us give thanks to God most high.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.

Words of Consecration

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give you thanks O God for having renewed and refreshed us with
this sacrament of your love and for being present with us through
Christ. We ask, O God, that our faith be strengthened and our love
for one another be increased that we would be a true witness to your
love. We ask it in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen

Hymn: #315 Break Thou the Bread of Life

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4, p. 555

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the nations.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.


https://youtu.be/tCdrzJJrZS0?si=hjNWY0IdP1gUQANP

For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

RESPONSE: #820 Threefold Amen (Danish)

Reflection on the Scripture:
Hymn: #801 This is the Day

MINISTRY OF SHARING

*DOXOLOGY: #809 “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

*Prayer of Dedication for the Gifts We’ve Been Given:
We thank you, God, that you have blessed us
with an abundance of gifts for the flourishing
of your world.

May this offering of our life and labor reveal
your love

as we seek to share your promised reign with
all creation. Amen.

Announcements

A Prayer to Send us Back Out into the World (a riff on Psalm 15)

Leader: Who is welcomed in God’s neighborhood?

All: Those who are willing to put in the work, in word and deed.

Leader: Those who choose their words and deeds to build stronger
relationships, with their friends and neighbors.

All: Those who will stand up to wickedness, who honor those who

are earnestly listening for God’s intention, those who keep their
promises, even when it costs them something.

Leader: Those who incorporate their financial lives with their religious and
moral lives, who put their money where their mouths are.

All: Those who put in the faithful work will never be moved from
God’s sacred mountain.

Leader: Amen and

All: Amen.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubzJTnLipVQ
https://youtu.be/TXZwW0D2OZ4?si=FCmd-_1-pfmTnCh3

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: # 839 “God Be With You Till We Meet Again:;
by his counsels quide, uphold you, with his sheep securely fold you: God be with
you till we meet again.”

Postlude
Here ends our worship, now let our service begin.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g

Notes:

Psalm 15

Imagine the scene: a group of pilgrims makes its way to the entrance to the
temple in ancient Jerusalem and asks a question about who may enter to
worship, and the priest gives an answer.

The psalm is both part of a worship service and a lesson. There are ten rules for
ethical behavior.

Positive Conditions (v. 2) Negative Conditions (v. 3)
1. Walking blamelessly 4. No falsity
2. Doing right 5. No evil
3. Speaking truth 6. No reproach

Positive Conditions (v. 4) Negative Conditions (v. 5)
7. Despise reprobates 9. No usury
8. Swear to do good 10. No bribery

Behind the question about entry is the understanding of the sanctuary/temple as
a place of divine presence that is both threat and promise of life, so the question
is about who might receive the gift of hospitality from this powerful, life-giving
presence.

The central concern is not so much about individual acts as it is about ethical
living, especially in terms of human relationships.

For the faithful, entering the holy place brings security, for the place of the divine
presence is the secure place of the rock. God and the temple are solid and do
not move. The wicked shall be moved (Ps.10:6), and even the faithful fear that
they will be moved or shaken (Ps. 13:4), but God and the sanctuary are stable. It
is the divine presence that provides protection and stability. The portrait of the
holy place in the first psalms is as a place of refuge. God’s presence is both
demanding and life-giving. The hope of temple worship and its encounter with
the life-giving God make possible faithful and vibrant days for ancient Israel as a
community.

Walter Brueggemann and William H. Bellinger, Jr. Psalms, in New Cambridge Bible Commentary (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2014), 81-84.



PRAYER LIST (2/1/2026)

Friends & family of Jimmy Tiner, Peggy Hall, Clarence Farwell, Judy
Edgecomb, Jean McKinney, Jackie Knowles, Beth Gay.

For Dave Joki, member of the Brookline Fire Department, fighting cancer
For Clyde Ferrell’s brother, at home with hospice

For Amy, a friend of Paula and Isabella, facing a breast cancer diagnosis
For the friends and family of Marie, Peter’s friend, who passed away just
as she and her husband Jim were starting on their retirement adventure
For Jen Colgan, Jill’s friend, in her continuing struggle with cancer

For Barbara, recovering from additional surgery on December 15th

For the friends and family of Robert, Candy’s cousin,

For Luca, Amy’s nephew, having surgery

For Bronwen, Megan’s sister, facing medical challenges

For the friends and family of Gail and the Archer family, Kym’s friends
For Marty, John N.’s friend, who’s recovering from stem cell treatment
For those caught in the violence in Venezuela & Minnesota

For the friends and family of Carolyn Luce, Susan’s friend,

For the friends and family of Ethel Long, our dear friend

For Ciara, Candy’s daughter, with two kids with stomach bugs

For Zack, Peter’s friend, whose fiancé is in the hospital with cardiac issues
For Walter, Donna & Peter’s grandson, who had a high fever overnight
For Doris, Marjorie’s aunt, who’s heading for her 101st birthday, and is
mourning the loss of her brother

For Bob & Linda’s family member who’s recovering from heart surgery
after an aneurysm

For Deanna’s NICU colleagues who are going to work through the storm,
short staffed and worried about partners who are also in emergency
services

For the people of Israel and Gaza, may they find a way forward

For the people of Ukraine, who fight on, even as the world looks elsewhere
For the people of Taiwan

For those who have no one to pray for them, accept our prayers
Individuals serving in our military & their families



Household Prayer: Morning'

Blessed God, | yearn to see your vision of justice, love, and peace made real for
me this day. Open my eyes to the way of love that | may see your brilliant light
shining into the hidden places of my heart and the darkened corners of the world.
Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening

Loving God, you led me in the way of life this day and now call me to the way of
rest. | give thanks for your light that illumined my path today. Now, it is night. As
you beckon me to enter into holy darkness where | am one with you in your realm
of uncreated light, | open to you in peace. Amen.

Questions for Reflection

How do we live in hope of a reality we cannot yet see or, at best, catch only
fleeting glimpses? Where in your community’s life of prayer and service do you
see instances of God’s justice, peace, and healing? Then give thanks, and ask
God, Where am | being called to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly into all
blessedness in the ordinary course of my day?

Daily Awareness Reflection?

At the end of the day, I've been asking myself the following questions. | jot down
the answers and ask them again the next evening. I've found it helps me to
remain centered as well as increasing my awareness of God in my life. It takes
about 10 minutes.

1. Slow down. Stop. Prepare yourself to pray by becoming aware of the love
with which God looks on you ...

2. Note the gifts God has given you today. Give thanks to God for them ...

3. Ask God that this be a time of special grace and revelation ...

4. With God, review the day. Look at the stirrings of your heart, your
thoughts, and your choices as the day progressed. Which have been of
God? Which have not? What does God want to say to you about both? ...

5. Ask for forgiveness for failures/omissions, for healing from their effects ...

Look forward to the following day, and plan concretely with God how to live it
according to God’s desire for your life ...

' The Morning & Evening Prayer and Question for Reflection are reprinted by permission of Westminster
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.
2 Elizabeth Liebert, The Soul of Discernment (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 2015), 31.



Announcements
2/1, 8:30am: Faith Formation for Kids & Adults!

What is PRAYER all about anyway? Let’s find out together! Faith Formation for
the rest of the year: 2/1, 3/15, 4/5, 5/17 and 6/7.

2/18, 7:00pm Save the Date for Ash Wednesday Service

Lent will begin with this solemn service. For those who attend it’s a powerful and
moving service.

4/2, 7:00pm Save the Date for Maundy Thursday Service

This is a quiet service as we remember the events of the Last Supper and Jesus
being handed over to the authorities. There will be a combined choir for this
service, which will rehearse on Thursdays March 19t & 26t at 7:00pm in Hollis.

Snow Shovelers Needed

We need folks to clear the walkways and doors to the church, not just on Sunday
but throughout the snow season. Let Susan Haight (trusteechair@bccnh.org)
know if you’re willing to help.

Email Scams may appear to come from the church!

You may get an email that appears to come from the church or Rev. Cath asking
for money or gift cards. We won’t ever do that, so you can ignore them.

Looking for Help to Spruce up the Church’s Exterior

Brookline is already planning its contribution to the nation’s 250t birthday party in
2026. We’d like the church to put its best face forward. We’ll be looking to speak
with folks who can help us improve the look of the exterior, as well as finding
sources of funding to help pay for that. If you’re able to help, please speak with
Susan Haight (sdlhaight@gmail.com).

There’s a task list in the Social Hall if you could help with a church project
Some are bigger than others; some will require supplies that the church will
provide. If you have a few hours and would be willing to take on a task, we
would appreciate the help!

Brookline Food Pantry

The Brookline food pantry is open on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10-2:00 for
drop-offs Brookline Food Pantry's Facebook page has updates. And there’s now
a long, robust Google doc that shows what they need.

If there’s anyone who could use some help from the Food Pantry, please let Amy
know.


mailto:trusteechair@bccnh.org
mailto:sdlhaight@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BrooklineFP/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1f-Nt6RfTVsO-n3XDTrfhCCE4eAV2YoKW1wI1OiVE2og/mobilebasic

Help Lines
You may know someone who needs some support beyond what you can provide.

. Suicide prevention: 1-800-273-8255 (or 988)
. Sexual assault: 1-800-656-4673
. Domestic violence: 1-800-799-7233

The church’s financial obligations continue.
Actual Actual Income vs.

Income | Expenses | Expenses +/-
| December | $90,280 | $105,134 | ($14,854)

There are several ways to send your offering.

1. Text “GIVE” to 603-506-4455 for your first time. Click
“Sign In” then “Register for an Account”

(=]
e i;'{lh‘f:E
2. Scan the QR code e %ﬁﬁw ﬁs

3. Mail to: Brookline Community Church, PO Box 507,
Brookline, NH 03033.



