Brookline Community Church
January 11, 2026
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Prelude:
Welcome & Right Hand of Fellowship

Extend a greeting to those nearby

Call To Worship, Psalm 29, p. 438
A Psalm of David.

Leader: Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

All: Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;
worship the LORD in holy splendor.

Leader: The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over mighty waters.

All: The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
Leader: He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.


https://www.pexels.com/photo/soccer-player-despairing-in-field-22028306/

The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

All: The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’

Leader: The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for ever.

All: May the LORD give strength to his people!
May the LORD bless his people with peace!

RESPONSE: #820 Threefold Amen (Danish)

Children’s Message: What does that look like on the inside?

Hymn: Jesus Loves the Little Children

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. Red and yellow, black
and white, they are precious in his sight, Jesus loves the little children of the
world.

Jesus died for all the children

All the children of the world

Red and yellow, black and white

They are precious in His sight

Jesus died for all the children of the world

Jesus loves the little children

All the children of the world

Red and yellow, black and white

They are precious in His sight

Jesus loves the little children of the world

Jesus loves the little children

All the children of the world

Red and yellow, black and white

They are precious in His sight

Jesus loves the little children of the world
Jesus loves the little children of the world


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubzJTnLipVQ
https://youtu.be/ZqWbtxVTtOA?si=0lZgr6F2SX1MIqoY

A Prayer of Joys and Concerns:

Let us recite the Lord’s Prayer together:
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

[For next week, please feel free to send me your joys & concerns and I'll include
them in our prayers: minister@bccnh.org or call/text (857) 259-7269.]

Hymn: #384 This is My Father’s World

Sacrament of Communion
Prayer of Confession
Minister: Let us be bold and confess our sins,
for God is gracious and always ready to forgive.
All: God, you show no partiality,
yet we are not always as tolerant and accepting.

Forgive our intolerance,

and help us to see as you see,

that we may be found acceptable in your sight
Minister:  God forgives all our sins

and promises to bring us to everlasting life.
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Invitation to the Table

The Plates on the Table

The plates on today’s table come from Russell & Susan Haight’'s house. He
says,

“When | was very young, three or four times a year my family would visit my
father’s parents in up-state New York. When we ate at my grandparents’ house
the plates my grandmother often used were ones they brought with them when
they moved from Boston, several years earlier. The plates had a simple but
elegant pattern around the rim, which in hindsight | realize exemplified my
memory of her: strong, soft spoken, kind, elegant, modest, caring. | recently
found out that one of my sisters had the remaining dishes from that set, three of
which she lent me for today’s communion service.


mailto:minister@bccnh.org
https://youtu.be/ThlHAfnCUAA?si=ivn5Cq-XDyJdL5ej

To compliment these plates, for the wine chalice we are using one of a pair of
brass wine glasses that were an anniversary gift to my parents, over 40 years
ago, and which Susan and | used for the toast at our wedding.

The table cloth belonged to Susan’s mother, and the doilies, which will be used
to cover the bread, belonged to Susan’s aunt.”

Minister: God be with you.

All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to God.

Minister: Let us give thanks to God most high.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.

Words of Consecration

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give you thanks O God for having renewed and refreshed us with this
sacrament of your love and for being present with us through Christ. We
ask, O God, that our faith be strengthened and our love for one another be
increased that we would be a true witness to your love. We ask it in the
name of Christ our Lord. Amen

Hymn: #776 Let Us Break Bread Together

Scripture Reading: Acts 10:34-43, p. 895

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third
day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.’

RESPONSE: #820 Threefold Amen (Danish)



https://youtu.be/WO5SYsNC-Hw?si=6xt0llcBC_sGMIX2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubzJTnLipVQ

Reflection on the Scripture:
Hymn: #594 Like a River Glorious

MINISTRY OF SHARING

*DOXOLOGY: #809 “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

*Prayer of Dedication for the Gifts We’ve Been Given:
Great, saving God,
you have gathered us into one baptism,
regardless of our backgrounds and conditions.

Therefore we praise you with our tithes and offerings.
May they join with others to become a mighty river,
bringing your peace and healing to the world. Amen.

Announcements
Hymn: #376 We Gather Together
A Prayer to Send us Back Out into the World (a riff on Psalm 29)

Leader: In ancient places, in ancient voices, everyone and everything from
way before to here and now, come together to worship God.

All: God is the most powerful force in the cosmos, rolling like
thunder over the lands.

Leader: The voice of God can change the face of the planet, can break open

the hearts of the powerful, and bring justice and righteousness to
places which are bereft of either.

All: The voice of God can change reality in a lightning flash. The
voice of God can call peace out of war. The voice of God can
make the elements of the world, earth, fire, wind and water,
dance. The voice of God can make order out of chaos, make
right out of wrong.

Leader: The voice of God can strip the leaves from the trees. The voice of
God can strip hypocrisy from those who prefer to leave the world
more broken than how they found it.

All: God sits on God’s throne, more powerful than the chaos of
natural disaster, more powerful than the chaos of human
hearts.


https://youtu.be/Sh5ezjxuKBs?si=tP6RXE8R38ppY75o
https://youtu.be/k4F57_ePbBs?si=il3yH-QtXyIvsN5j

Leader: May God give strength to God’s people, that we might stand against
the chaos of this world.

All: May God bless God’s people, that we might unite together in
peace.

Leader: Amen and

All: Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: # 839 “God Be With You Till We Meet Again:
by his counsels quide, uphold you, with his sheep securely fold you: God be with
you till we meet again.”

Postlude
Here ends our worship, now let our service begin.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g

Notes:

Psalm 29

This psalm reflects Canaanite mythology and rhetorical structures. This may
therefore be one of the oldest psalms. The summons to worship (vv. 1-2) is
addressed to the “sons of God.” The other, older gods are summoned to assign
honor, glory, and sovereignty to this God. By an act of worship, they are invited
to vote for the true God.

This is a song of new orientation, evident in verses 3-9a, which present the
cosmic disorientation in which this God has been at work to conquer. It may be
that the narrative characterizes a great rainstorm that sweeps off the
Mediterranean Sea (v. 3) through Lebanon (vv. 5-6) and on to the southern
desert (vv. 7-8). The general picture may be a reference to the global waters of
chaos in Gen. 1:2.

So it is the powerful voice of Israel’s God, named repeatedly, which moves
decisively to undo the old order and to tame the forces of chaos. There is
nothing here of faithfulness or justice; it is raw untamed power.

This God is now stably and comfortably seated on top of the mighty waters,
which are no longer a threat. The real king tames chaos. His throne, established
atop the flood, shows that the conquest is real and expresses utter contempt for
the defeated waters.

When chaos is overwhelmed and driven from the field, a blessing is appropriately
given from the newly established throne by the newly recognized king (v. 11).
The action of the psalm is to sing into place the new order that overcomes chaos.
It is a psalm that speaks about order in a way that overrules all anxiety about life,
and the very act of singing the song itself is a practice of that new order.

The new order requires the honoring of God, but it also requires the capacity and
power to reorder life. That is cause for singing, on earth, as in heaven.

Walter Brueggemann, The Message of the Psalms: A Theological Commentary. (Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House, 1984), 142-143.



PRAYER LIST (1/11/2026)

Friends & family of Jimmy Tiner, Peggy Hall, Clarence Farwell, Judy
Edgecomb, Jean McKinney, Jackie Knowles.

For Dave Joki, member of the Brookline Fire Department, fighting cancer
For Clyde Ferrell’s brother, at home with hospice

For the friends and family of Owen, Marjorie’s nephew

For the nurses at Deanna’s NICU, who carry more than their share

For Amy, a friend of Paula and Isabella, facing a breast cancer diagnosis
For Alicia and her family, Jessica’s friend, recovering from brain surgery
For Steven, Nancy’s brother, undergoing cancer treatment in Thailand
For the friends and family of Marie, Peter’s friend, who passed away just
as she and her husband Jim were starting on their retirement adventure
For Logan, Peter’s friend, who lost his son to suicide

For those with mental illness, may they and their families find relief

For Kym’s Nebraska family, as they mourn her brother-in-law

For Fred, Susan’s brother, seeking a clearer diagnosis

For Jen Colgan, Jill’s friend, in her continuing struggle with cancer

For Barbara, recovering from additional surgery on December 15th

For Tom, Alison’s friend, facing medical challenges at age 65

For the friends and family of Robert, Candy’s cousin, who passed away
from pancreatic cancer

For Luca, Amy’s nephew, having surgery

For Susan Haight falling and hurting her wrist on Christmas Day

For Bronwen, Megan’s sister, facing medical challenges

For Gail and the Archer family, Kym’s friends, as they mourn the loss of
Gail’s husband

For Marty, John N.’s friend, who’s starting stem cell treatment

For poor families who don’t have enough to eat

For the emotionally and financially vulnerable who are preyed on by
scammers

For those caught in the violence in Venezuela

For the friends and family of Beth Gay, whose memorial service we will
hold here on Monday, January 12

For the people of Israel and Gaza, may they find a way forward

For the people of Ukraine, who fight on, even as the world looks elsewhere
For the people of Taiwan

For those who have no one to pray for them, accept our prayers
Individuals serving in our military & their families



Household Prayer: Morning'

God, you make old things pass away and declare new things to be. As | am
renewed in my baptism this morning, help me to confirm my baptismal vows in
my life today. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening

Holy One, you stretched out the heavens and spread out the earth, and in that
context | give you this small day that | have lived. Now may | sleep, safe and
secure in your covenant promise to me that | am your beloved child, in whom you
are well pleased. Amen.

Questions for Reflection

In Romans 8:29 Paul wrote that God meant for Jesus to be “the firstborn within a
large family.” What does that mean to you? What does your baptism have to do
with it?

Daily Awareness Reflection?

At the end of the day, I've been asking myself the following questions. | jot down
the answers and ask them again the next evening. I've found it helps me to
remain centered as well as increasing my awareness of God in my life. It takes
about 10 minutes.

1. Slow down. Stop. Prepare yourself to pray by becoming aware of the love
with which God looks on you ...

2. Note the gifts God has given you today. Give thanks to God for them ...

3. Ask God that this be a time of special grace and revelation ...

4. With God, review the day. Look at the stirrings of your heart, your
thoughts, and your choices as the day progressed. Which have been of
God? Which have not? What does God want to say to you about both? ...

5. Ask for forgiveness for failures/omissions, for healing from their effects ...

Look forward to the following day, and plan concretely with God how to live it
according to God’s desire for your life ...

' The Morning & Evening Prayer and Question for Reflection are reprinted by permission of Westminster
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.
2 Elizabeth Liebert, The Soul of Discernment (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 2015), 31.



Announcements

1/18, 9:30am: Worship at the Congregational Church of Hollis

We’ll be worshiping in Hollis on the King Holiday weekend. If you’d like to be a
part of the combined choir, please attend the rehearsals on Thursday, 1/8 and
1/15 at 7:00pm in Hollis.

1/25, 11:15am: Save the Date for the BCC Annual Meeting

It’s part of the faith life of the church, when we come together to make sure the
administration of the church is supporting and supported by our faith initiatives.

2/1, 8:30am: Faith Formation for Kids & Adults!

What is PRAYER all about anyway? Let’s find out together! Faith Formation for
the rest of the year: 2/1, 3/15, 4/5, 5/17 and 6/7.

2/18, 7:00pm Save the Date for Ash Wednesday Service

Lent will begin with this solemn service. For those who attend it’s a powerful and
moving service.

4/2, 7:00pm Save the Date for Maundy Thursday Service

This is a quiet service as we remember the events of the Last Supper and Jesus
being handed over to the authorities. There will be a combined choir for this
service, which will rehearse on Thursdays March 19t & 26t at 7:00pm in Hollis.

Snow Shovelers Needed

We need folks to clear the walkways and doors to the church, not just on Sunday
but throughout the snow season. Let Susan Haight (trusteechair@bccnh.org)
know if you’re willing to help.

Email Scams may appear to come from the church!

You may get an email that appears to come from the church or Rev. Cath asking
for money or gift cards. We won’t ever do that, so you can ignore them.

Looking for Help to Spruce up the Church’s Exterior

Brookline is already planning its contribution to the nation’s 250t birthday party in
2026. We’d like the church to put its best face forward. We’ll be looking to speak
with folks who can help us improve the look of the exterior, as well as finding
sources of funding to help pay for that. If you’re able to help, please speak with
Susan Haight (sdlhaight@gmail.com).

There’s a task list in the Social Hall if you could help with a church project
Some are bigger than others; some will require supplies that the church will
provide. If you have a few hours and would be willing to take on a task, we
would appreciate the help!


mailto:trusteechair@bccnh.org
mailto:sdlhaight@gmail.com

The Church has 12 Covid Test Kits, Take & Replace!

NH made Covid supplies available to certain non-profits. We took advantage of
the program to snag 12 Covid test kits. If they become hard to find again, feel
free to grab one (Candy secretary@bccnh.org can help) and replace it later.

Help Lines

You may know someone who needs some support beyond what you can provide.
. Suicide prevention: 1-800-273-8255 (or 988)

. Sexual assault: 1-800-656-4673

. Domestic violence: 1-800-799-7233

Brookline Food Pantry

The Brookline food pantry is open on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10-2:00 for
drop-offs Brookline Food Pantry's Facebook page has updates. And there’s now
a long, robust Google doc that shows what they need.

If there’s anyone who could use some help from the Food Pantry, please let Amy
know.

The church’s financial obligations continue.
Actual Actual Income vs.

Income | Expenses | Expenses +/-
| December | $90,280 | $105,134 | ($14,854)

There are several ways to send your offering.

1. Text “GIVE” to 603-506-4455 for your first time. Click
“Sign In” then “Register for an Account”

2. Scan the QR code EEE——

3. Mail to: Brookline Community Church, PO Box 507,
Brookline, NH 03033.



mailto:secretary@bccnh.org
https://www.facebook.com/BrooklineFP/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1f-Nt6RfTVsO-n3XDTrfhCCE4eAV2YoKW1wI1OiVE2og/mobilebasic

