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Prelude: 
Welcome & Right Hand of Fellowship 
Extend a greeting to those nearby 

Call to Worship 
Leader:  Sometimes it is the gift that draws us into a long journey 
All:  Sometimes it is the gift that gets us to stop and ask for 

directions 
Leader:  Sometimes the gift that God has built into all of us keeps us 

moving toward God. 
All:  Sometimes it is that gift that wears us out and gets us to 

accept help on our journey. 
Leader:  But always with the gift comes the miracle. 
All:  That we are loved, just as we are, and the gifts we bring are 

just the ones the Christ child needed, in this mysterious, 
miraculous moment.  Amen. 

Brookline Community Church 
January 4, 2026 
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Epiphany Pageant, “My Gift: The Story of Epiphany” 
Hymn #185 We Three Kings of Orient Are 
A Prayer of Joys and Concerns: 
Let us recite the Lord’s Prayer together: 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

[For next week, please feel free to send me your joys & concerns and I’ll include 
them in our prayers: minister@bccnh.org or call/text (857) 259-7269.] 
Hymn #181 As with Gladness Men of Old 
Scripture Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12, p. 950 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given to me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given to me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all 
the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
RESPONSE: #820 Threefold Amen (Danish) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJY_GI2JPJU
mailto:minister@bccnh.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHbHkQMKvYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubzJTnLipVQ


Reflection on the Scripture: 
Hymn: #162 The First Noel, vv. 1-6 
MINISTRY OF SHARING 
*DOXOLOGY: #809 “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
*Prayer of Dedication for the Gifts We’ve Been Given: 

As the magi entered the house, they knelt in joy 
and paid homage to Jesus. 
Opening their treasure chests, 
they gave gifts to him. 
So we come into God’s house today, 
offering from our own treasure chests 
gifts to Christ, 
the light of the world. 

Announcements 
Hymn: #514 Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine 
A Prayer to Send us Back Out into the World 

Loving God 
Thank you for the gifts you’ve given us 
And all the surprises of your miracles. 
Help us to see that it is not a miracle that you welcome all people 
But it is a gift that we can do the same, relying on the grace you’ve shown 
us. 
Help us to accept that we are gifts and miracles and a bit of a mess, 
Just like everyone else we meet. 
Help us to love as you love, gift and miracle, never ending. 
Amen. 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: # 839 “God Be With You Till We Meet Again; 
by his counsels guide, uphold you, with his sheep securely fold you; God be with 
you till we meet again.” 

Here ends our worship, now let our service begin.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9V935DXJb4
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PRAYER LIST (1/4/2026) 
 

• Friends & family of Jimmy Tiner, Peggy Hall, Clarence Farwell, Judy 
Edgecomb, Jean McKinney, Jackie Knowles. 

• For Dave Joki, member of the Brookline Fire Department, fighting cancer 
• For Clyde Ferrell’s brother, at home with hospice 
• For the friends and family of Owen, Marjorie’s nephew 
• For the nurses at Deanna’s NICU, who carry more than their share  
• For Amy, a friend of Paula and Isabella, facing a breast cancer diagnosis 
• For Alicia and her family, Jessica’s friend, recovering from brain surgery  
• For Gabby and her family, who are reeling from the pain of suicide 
• For Steven, Nancy’s brother, undergoing cancer treatment in Thailand 
• For the friends and family of Marie, Peter’s friend, who passed away just 

as she and her husband Jim were starting on their retirement adventure 
• For Logan, Peter’s friend, who lost his son to suicide 
• For those with mental illness, may they and their families find relief 
• For the friends and family of Franklin Rouse, Rev. Renee Rouse’s son, 

who passed away after a seven-year battle with cancer 
• For Kym’s Nebraska family, as they mourn her brother-in-law 
• For Fred, Susan’s brother, seeking a clearer diagnosis to explain his rapid 

decline to a wheelchair 
• For the students a Brown, wrapping up their semester and encountering 

violence on their campus 
• For Jen Colgan, Jill’s friend, in her continuing struggle with cancer 
• For Barbara, undergoing additional surgery on December 15th 
• For those who are struggling with the holidays 
• For Tom, Alison’s friend, facing medical challenges at age 65 
• For Amy’s nephew, Luca, facing surgery 
• For Sue recovering from a fractured wrist 
• For Megan’s grandmother recovering after surgery 
• For the people of Israel and Gaza, may they find a way forward 
• For the people of Ukraine, who fight on, even as the world looks elsewhere 
• For the people of Taiwan 
• For those who have no one to pray for them, accept our prayers 
• Individuals serving in our military & their families  



Household Prayer: Morning1 
God of this new morning, you have awakened me to the brightness of your dawn.  
I begin this day in gratitude, recalling your mercies through the night, anticipating 
glimpses of your glory in the hours ahead.  Make my face shine today with the 
joy of your grace, so that another is helped to see your presence and find hope.  
In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
Household Prayer: Evening 
God of love, as the sun has set and night has come, I will not be afraid of the 
darkness, for you are with me.  Your glory never recedes, but is always 
expanding, bringing more and more people into the sphere of your love.  Thank 
you for such boundless grace as has been given in Jesus Christ.  Make me a 
prism for the light of Christ, reflecting his grace to others all my days.  In his 
name I pray. Amen. 
Questions for Reflection 
Can you think of a dark time in your own life or a dark time in the history of the 
world when God’s glory shone? When the light of Christ’s presence became 
evident? When was that time? What happened? Who was a bearer of light in that 
darkness? Is there presently someone you know or some situation weighed 
down in darkness or despair? How can you be a light-bearer for that person, that 
circumstance? 
Daily Awareness Reflection2 
At the end of the day, I’ve been asking myself the following questions.  I jot down 
the answers and ask them again the next evening.  I’ve found it helps me to 
remain centered as well as increasing my awareness of God in my life.  It takes 
about 10 minutes. 

1. Slow down.  Stop.  Prepare yourself to pray by becoming aware of the love 
with which God looks on you … 

2. Note the gifts God has given you today.  Give thanks to God for them … 
3. Ask God that this be a time of special grace and revelation … 
4. With God, review the day.  Look at the stirrings of your heart, your 

thoughts, and your choices as the day progressed.  Which have been of 
God?  Which have not?  What does God want to say to you about both? … 

5. Ask for forgiveness for failures/omissions, for healing from their effects … 
Look forward to the following day, and plan concretely with God how to live it 
according to God’s desire for your life …  

 
1 The Morning & Evening Prayer and Question for Reflection are reprinted by permission of Westminster 
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 
2 Elizabeth Liebert, The Soul of Discernment (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 2015), 31. 



Announcements 
1/4, 9:30am: Faith Formation for Kids! 
We’re going to get ready for the Epiphany Pageant, My Gift: A Story of Epiphany!  
What made those wise men so wise?  Let’s find out!  
Faith Formation for the rest of the year: 1/4, 2/1, 3/15, 4/5, 5/17 and 6/7. 
1/4, Annual Meeting Reports are Due  
Send your committee reports to Candy (secretary@bccnh.org) so she can 
assemble the master report for Annual Meeting 
1/25, 11:15am: Save the Date for the BCC Annual Meeting 
It’s part of the faith life of the church, when we come together to make sure the 
administration of the church is supporting and supported by our faith initiatives. 
Snow Shovelers Needed 
We need folks to clear the walkways and doors to the church, not just on Sunday 
but throughout the snow season.  Let Susan Haight (trusteechair@bccnh.org) 
know if you’re willing to help. 
Email Scams may appear to come from the church! 
You may get an email that appears to come from the church or Rev. Cath asking 
for money or gift cards.  We won’t ever do that, so you can ignore them.   
Looking for Help to Spruce up the Church’s Exterior 
Brookline is already planning its contribution to the nation’s 250th birthday party in 
2026.  We’d like the church to put its best face forward.  We’ll be looking to speak 
with folks who can help us improve the look of the exterior, as well as finding 
sources of funding to help pay for that.  If you’re able to help, please speak with 
Susan Haight (sdlhaight@gmail.com). 
There’s a task list in the Social Hall if you could help with a church project 
Some are bigger than others; some will require supplies that the church will 
provide.  If you have a few hours and would be willing to take on a task, we 
would appreciate the help! 
Help Lines 
You may know someone who needs some support beyond what you can provide. 
• Suicide prevention: 1-800-273-8255 (or 988) 
• Sexual assault: 1-800-656-4673 
• Domestic violence: 1-800-799-7233 

secretary@bccnh.org
mailto:trusteechair@bccnh.org
mailto:sdlhaight@gmail.com


Brookline Food Pantry 
The Brookline food pantry is open on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10-2:00 for 
drop-offs Brookline Food Pantry's Facebook page has updates.  And there’s now 
a long, robust Google doc that shows what they need. 
If there’s anyone who could use some help from the Food Pantry, please let Amy 
know. 
The church’s financial obligations continue. 

 Actual 
Income 

Actual 
Expenses 

Income vs. 
Expenses +/- 

October $72,279 $88,498 ($16,219) 
There are several ways to send your offering. 
1. Text “GIVE” to 603-506-4455 for your first time. Click 
“Sign In” then “Register for an Account” 
2. Scan the QR code  
3. Mail to: Brookline Community Church, PO Box 507, 
Brookline, NH 03033. 

https://www.facebook.com/BrooklineFP/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1f-Nt6RfTVsO-n3XDTrfhCCE4eAV2YoKW1wI1OiVE2og/mobilebasic

