
 

 

Welcome 

Opening Prayer 

Call To Worship  

Leader: “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the 

nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”                                 

We are in a liminal space, confused between brokenness and new opportunities. 

ALL:  Dear God, fill us with the power of Resurrection to embrace newness. 

Leader : We are hiding like the disciples behind closed doors with fear and 
doubts, waiting for your 
appearance. 

ALL : Come into our midst now, penetrate into our closed hearts bringing 
your peace. 

Leader : Refresh us, O God, and empower us. 

ALL: As we worship today, blow into us your gentle spirit. 

 

Children's Message (for kids of all ages) 

Brookline Community Church 

April 16, 2023 

Reverend Catherine A. Merrill,Minister 



Hymn: #239 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

Lifting up Our Joys and Concerns: 

Let us pray the Lord's Prayer together:       

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Hymn: #678 In The Bulb There Is A Flower 

 

Scripture Reading: John 20:19-31p. 883  

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But 
he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe.’  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name.  

 

 



Reflection on the Scripture: 

 

Hymn: #72 To God Be The Glory 

 

Ministry of Sharing 

*DOXOLOGY: #809 “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 

 
Announcements 
 
A Prayer to Send us Back Out into the World (Benediction) 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: # 839 “God Be With You Till We Meet Again; 

by his counsels guide, uphold you, with his sheep securely fold you; God be with 

you till we meet again.” 

 

 
 

Here ends our worship, now let our service begin.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQTRoTkkz3g
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PRAYER LIST (04/16/21) 

 

If you know those on this list, call on them & tell them we are praying for them. If you 
know others who should be added to this list please give their names to the minister or 
a deacon.  

• Friends & family of Jesse Delrossi, Jane Jukes, Edith Corey, Sandy 
Garvin, Scott Higgins, Ed Krom, Ron Whitebred, Chris Crowder, Morris 
Nicholson, Eddy Razzaboni, Flora Kenyon, Polly Foley. 

• For Luca, Amy’s nephew, whose treatments continue 
• For those struggling with thoughts of suicide 
• For those who are balancing food, gas and housing in tough times 
• For Rick, Nancy’s cousin, diagnosed with Stage 4 kidney cancer 
• For Jen, the Aitken’s friend, diagnosed with cancer 
• For Hailey, daughter of the Razzabonis’ friends, who has started cancer 

treatment 
• For Jessica’s relative, who’s been diagnosed with a rare form of 

lymphoma, may they find the right combination of care quickly 
• For Peter, Rev. Cath’s cousin, whose pancreatic cancer has shown up in 

his liver 
• For those with and who struggle daily with mental health issues, especially 

anxiety and depression 
• For all those struggling to start a family 
• For the people of Ukraine, who fight on, even as the world looks elsewhere 
• For the people of Taiwan, searching for peace in the face of hostility 
• For those who have no one to pray for them, accept our prayers 
• Individuals serving in our military & their families   



Household Prayer: Morning1 

Loving God, draw me to your light, that I may avoid the dangers of sin and 
receive the freedom of your gracein Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Lord Christ, as shadows of night draw near, sustain me by the light that banishes 
the fearful claim of death. Help me believe in you with all my heart that I may 
know the freedom of salvation and at last receive the joy of eternal life. Amen. 

Questions for Reflection 

Jesus asks his disciples to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow him. 
What does the light of God’s truth reveal about your life? Are there parts of your 
life that you want to hide from God? Can you imagine what it would be like to live 
completely transparent to God’s piercing light?  

Daily Awareness Reflection2 

At the end of the day, I’ve been asking myself the following questions.  I jot down 
the answers and ask them again the next evening.  I’ve found it helps me to 
remain centered as well as increasing my awareness of God in my life.  It takes 
about 10 minutes. 

1. Slow down.  Stop.  Prepare yourself to pray by becoming aware of the love 
with which God looks on you … 

2. Note the gifts God has given you today.  Give thanks to God for them … 
3. Ask God that this be a time of special grace and revelation … 
4. With God, review the day.  Look at the stirrings of your heart, your 

thoughts, and your choices as the day progressed.  Which have been of 
God?  Which have not?  What does God want to say to you about both? … 

5. Ask for forgiveness for failures/omissions, for healing from their effects … 
6. Look forward to the following day, and plan concretely with God how to live 

it according to God’s desire for your life …  

 
1 The Morning & Evening Prayer and Question for Reflection are reprinted by permission of Westminster 
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 
2Elizabeth Liebert, The Soul of Discernment (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 2015), 31. 



Announcements 

The church’s financial obligations continue. 

 Actual 
Income 

Actual 
Expenses 

Income vs. 
Expenses +/- 

March $16,019 $26,489 ($10,470) 

There are several ways to send your offering. 

1. Text “GIVE” to 603-506-4455 for your first time. Click “Sign 
In” then “Register for an Account” 

2. Scan the QR code  

3. Mail to: Brookline Community Church, PO Box 507, 
Brookline, NH 03033. 

Christian Education Coming up on May 7, 8:30-9:30am 

We’ll be continuing our Christian Education program (for both kids and adults) on 
May 7.  Coming up: Jun. 4. 

Scams abounding after bank collapses 

There are people running scams looking to get your banking details claiming to 
be from the agencies charged with resolving the bank collapses.  Like any good 
scam, they sound credible and don’t want to give you a minute to think.  What 
are people like? 

The Church has 12 Covid Test Kits, Take & Replace! 

NH made Covid supplies available to certain non-profits.  We took advantage of 
the program to snag 12 Covid test kits.  If they become hard to find again, feel 
free to grab one (Candy secretary@bccnh.org can help) and replace it later. 

Cookies/Cakes for Coffee Hour 

We like to have treats available during coffee hour, so if you’re cooking at home 
and would make a bit extra for the church, we’d love to freeze them and share 
the love later. 

Horton Center Schedule for 2023 looks awesome! 

Lots of fun theme weeks, from Mysteries on the Mountain to Hogwarts at Horton 
Center.  If you know of anyone who could use some time in a beautiful place, 
centered on Christian faith, please pass the word.  Scholarships are available. 
www.hortoncenter.org. 

Brookline Food Pantry 

The Brookline food pantry is open on Wednesday 6-8, and Tuesdays & Thursdays from 
10-2:00 for drop-offs Brookline Food Pantry's Facebook page has updates.  And there’s 
now a long, robust Google doc that shows what they need. 

If you know of anyone who could use some help from the Food Pantry, please let Angie 
or Amy know. 

mailto:secretary@bccnh.org
file:///G:/My%20Drive/Worship/Covid~19%20Worship%20Services/www.hortoncenter.org
https://www.facebook.com/BrooklineFP/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1f-Nt6RfTVsO-n3XDTrfhCCE4eAV2YoKW1wI1OiVE2og/mobilebasic


Help Lines 

You may know someone who needs some support beyond what you can provide. 

• Suicide prevention: 1-800-273-8255 (or 988) 
• Sexual assault: 1-800-656-4673 
• Domestic violence: 1-800-799-7233 

 


	Call To Worship
	Leader: “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”                                 We are in a liminal space, confused between brokenness and new opportunities.
	Hymn: #239 I Know That My Redeemer Lives
	Lifting up Our Joys and Concerns:
	Hymn: #678 In The Bulb There Is A Flower
	Scripture Reading: John 20:19-31p. 883
	Reflection on the Scripture:
	Hymn: #72 To God Be The Glory
	A Prayer to Send us Back Out into the World (Benediction)
	PRAYER LIST (04/16/21)
	Household Prayer: Morning
	Household Prayer: Evening
	Questions for Reflection
	Daily Awareness Reflection
	Announcements
	Christian Education Coming up on May 7, 8:30-9:30am
	Scams abounding after bank collapses
	The Church has 12 Covid Test Kits, Take & Replace!
	Cookies/Cakes for Coffee Hour
	Horton Center Schedule for 2023 looks awesome!
	Brookline Food Pantry
	Help Lines


